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Section 2 Notetaking Study Guide

Question to Think About As you read Section 2 in your textbook and take 
notes, keep this section focus question in mind: What were the characteristics of 
Aztec civilization?

! Use this chart to record key information from the section. Some of the 
information has been filled in to get you started.

Aztec Life and Society

Homes Clothing Food

Nobles Large, two-story 
houses

Fine cotton with 
colorful designs

Best food, including 
meat

Commoners

Most common 
occupation

How people became 
slaves

•
•

Rights of slaves •
•
• children born free
•

Respected 
commoners

•
•

Motives for going 
to war

•
•

Government No true central government. Instead, empire was a loose collec-
tion of _______________ that were ruled by _______________. 
The Aztecs maintained control through 
____________________.

Kings were 
selected by

Kingship was passed 
down from

Father to son or other blood relatives

Helped king run 
government

Four _____________________ 
One ______________________

The Aztecs believed 
that the gods

•
•

Most important god Huitzilopochtli

Aztecs performed 
human sacrifice for

•
•

Refer to this page to answer the Chapter 9 Focus Question on page 115.
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